
Year 1 and Year 2: Curriculum Map 2020 - 2021 

 

CURRICULUM 

AREA 

AUTUMN TERM 

2020 (1) and (2) 

SPRING TERM 

2021 (1) and (2) 

SUMMER TERM 

2021 (1) and (2) 

WRITING 

GENRES 

See attached See attached See attached 

MATHS See Skills Continuum See Skills Continuum See Skills Continuum 

SCIENCE *(1) Everyday materials 

Identify and name materials 
and their properties.  
Group according to properties. 
 
 

*(2) Seasonal changes 
(over the year) 
 

*(1) Animals  
Identify and name animals and 
if they are herbivore, carnivore 
or omnivore. 
 
Humans – body parts and 
senses. 
 

*(2) Plants 
Name, identify common plants 
and their structures. 

 

*(1) Living things and 
their habitats 
    Living 
    Dead 
    Never been alive 
Identify and name sources of 
food. 
Basic food chains. 

*(2) Weather (ongoing) 

 

*(2) Name habitats and 
plants and animals that 
live in them. 

HISTORY *(1) Samuel Pepys and 

the Great Fire of 

London 1666 

*(1) (2) Global explorers 

and exploration 

*(1) (2) Local Studies 

GEOGRAPHY *(1) Harvest festival – 

traditional customs/ UK 

farming context. 

 

*(2) Study of a 

European country – 

perhaps based on a 

book or film. 

*(1) (2) Our Country – 

our World 

 

*(1) (2) Local Studies 

RE *(1) The People of God 

(Old Testament) 

 

*(2) Why am I special? 

Who/ what is special to 

me? 

Why is Guru Nanak 

special to Sikh people? 
(30th November Guru 

Nanak Dev Ji Gurpurab – 

Guru Nanak’s official 

birthday celebration) 

*(1) The Gospel (New 

Testament) 

 

*(2) Thematic study – 

what are our special 

books and stories? 

Which texts and 

stories are special to 

different people? Why 

is the Guru Granth 

Sahib special to Sikhs? 

*(1) Special places – our 

home/school. How do 

different people live 

their lives – Sikh home 

life, traditions and 

stories.  

 

*(2) Special places – our 

parish church. Why and 

how do Christians pray? 

 

ART *(1) Investigate the 
qualities of a variety of 
reclaimed materials and 
use these to create 2D and 
3D art.  
 
*(2) Use different (art) 
materials in mark making/ 
printing/ rubbing and 
pattern work. 

 

*(1) Produce self-portraits, 
using different media and 
materials.  
 
*(2) Examine the portrayal 
of children and childhood 
in art. 

 

*(1) (2) Record 
observations of the local 
area in a variety of ways, 
including: 
drawing/sketching, 
photographs, painting, 
rubbing, printing and 
collage. 

 
 



DESIGN 

TECHNOLOGY 

*(1) Investigate decorative 
techniques for/ with fabric 
products. 
*(2) Investigate simple 
mechanisms that enable 
movement e.g. split pin 
mechanisms/ pop ups/ 
paper springs. 

*(1) Design and produce a 
picture frame with a 
particular character or 
landscape in mind. 
 

 

*(1) Use a range of re-
purposed materials to produce 
small scale models, based on a 
map or plan.  
 
*(2) Design and make an 
environment for a particular 
animal / pet/ zoo animal. 

 

PSHE CIT *(1) What responsibilities 

do I have in school? 

*(1) What do I enjoy in my 

learning? 

How do I learn best? 

*(1) What does fair and 

unfair mean? 

*(2) Challenging 

assumptions and 

stereotypes about gender. 

*(2) Understanding 

bullying and how to get 

help. 

*(1) What skills and 

attitudes do I need to 

cooperate in a group? 

*(1) How does an effective 

team operate? 

 

*(2) Healthy food and 

nutrition. 

*(2) How can I make my 

own healthy snack? 

*(1) Different types of 

family. 

*(1) How do I express my 

feelings for people I like? 

*(1) How do I tell my 

friends that they have 

upset me? 

 

*(2) Life cycles in nature. 

*(2) How have I grown 

since I was a baby? 

 

MUSIC *Charanga 

 

Hey you! 

 

Little Angel gets her 

Wings 

*Charanga 

 

In the groove 

 

Rhythm in the way we 

walk/ Banana Rap 

*Charanga 

 

Round and Round 

 

Reflect, rewind and 

replay 

 

 

 

Writing genres for Year 1 and Year 2: 2020 - 2021 

*Retell stories from a range of cultures. 

*Write traditional tales and fairy stories. 

*Write stories set in fantasy worlds. 

*Write stories with familiar settings. 

*Write stories based on those by the same author. 

*Write extended stories based on the work of significant authors. 

*Write labels, lists and captions. 

*Write instructions and recipes. 

*Write explanatory texts. 

*Write information texts. 

*Write diaries. 

*Write different types of formal/ informal letters. 

*Write non-chronological reports or accounts. 

*Write poetry based on observation of familiar settings, first hand 

experiences and observation (including art or music) or events. 

*Write poems based on poetry by a particular poet or theme. 

*Write poetry based on humour. 
 



White Notley CE Primary School 

History Schedule – Year 1 and Year 2 

Year A 2020 – 2021 and 2022 - 2023 

Focus of Study Brief Overview History Skills 

Samuel Pepys and the 

Great Fire of London 

(1666) 

Children should: 

*understand what London was 

like in the 1660s; 

*identify key figures of the 

period, such as King Charles II; 

*understand the chronology/ 

sequence of events of the Great 

Fire; 

*understand what happened as a 

result of the Great Fire; 

*understand why we know so 

much about the Great Fire (the 

diary of Samuel Pepys); and 

*record their learning by writing 

different genres (e.g. diaries, 

newspaper articles, recounts) 

and pictorially/modelling. 

Children should: 

*use words and phrases that 

relate to the passage of time;  

*understand simple chronology;  

*make a simple time line of 

events; 

* use topic words that are linked 

to the history under studying;  

*ask and answer questions about 

the past;  

* find out about life in the past by 

looking at sources; 

*describe what happened in 

important events in the past;  

*describe the lives of some 

famous people who lived in the 

past and say why they’re famous; 

and   

*record understanding of the 

past in different ways. 

Thematic Study – 

Global Explorers and 

Exploration e.g. Sir 

Francis Drake; Robert 

Falcon Scott; Captain 

James Cook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children should: 

*explore the lives of at least 

two celebrated explorers. 

*understand how and why people 

in history have discovered more 

about their world 

*link exploration to map work, 

including world maps and globes 

*compare and contrast different 

methods of exploration  

*use books, pictures, 

photographs or IT sources to 

build up a context for their 

study. 

*record their learning by writing 

different genres (e.g. diaries, 

newspaper articles) and 

pictorially. 

Children should: 

*use words and phrases that 

relate to the passage of time;  

*understand simple chronology ; 

*make a simple time line of 

events; 

* use topic words that are linked 

to the history under study;  

*ask and answer questions about 

the past;  

* find out about life in the past by 

looking at sources; 

*understand how things change 

over time; 

* identify differences and 

similarities between the ways of 

life in different time periods; and  

*record understanding of the 

past in different ways. 

 



Local studies – our 

school and where we 

live (see also Geography 

skills) 

Children should: 

 

*explore the history of the 

school and look at historical 

evidence for its Victorian 

heritage; 

 

*understand how village schools 

functioned in Victorian times; 

 

*look at old photographs of 

White Notley to ascertain 

differences with today; 

 

*take a walk through White 

Notley, looking for evidence of 

different styles of house; 

 

*be history detectives and look 

at the exterior and interior of 

St Etheldreda’s Parish Church – 

the centre of the village for over 

a millennium; and 

 

*record their learning by writing 

different genres (recounts and 

reports); pictorially and in 3D 

representations. 

Children should: 

 

*use words and phrases that 

relate to the passage of time;  

 

*understand simple chronology;  

 

*make a simple time line of 

events; 

 

* use topic words that are linked 

to the history under study;  

 

*ask and answer questions about 

the past;  

 

* find out about life in the past by 

looking at sources; 

 

*understand how things change 

over time; 

 

* identify differences and 

similarities between the ways of 

life in different time periods; and  

 

*record understanding of the 

past in different ways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

White Notley CE Primary School 

Geography Schedule – Year 1 and Year 2 

Year A 2020 – 2021 and 2022 - 2023 

Year 1 and Year 2: 2020 – 2021 and 2022 - 2023 

Focus of Study Brief Overview Geography Skills 

Our Country – Our 

World 

Children should: 

 

*study the geography of the UK 

in some detail; 

 

*use a globe to locate the UK’s 

place in the world;  

 

*use a world map/ globe to 

locate features such as 

continents and oceans, the 

equator, poles etc; 

 

*explore contrasting climate 

regions and impact on 

inhabitants, plants and animals; 

 

*understand how people from a 

wide range of different cultural 

heritages and faiths live in the 

UK and contribute to society; 

and 

 

* record their learning by using 

maps with keys, writing reports, 

pictorial representations. 

 

Children should: 

 
*ask and answer questions about places;  

*use books, pictures, DVDs and websites 

to find out about places;  

 

*use different kinds of maps, atlases and 

globes to locate geographical features, 

such as continents and oceans; the 

countries that make up the United 

Kingdom and their capital cities;  

 

*use geographical vocabulary correctly;  

*talk about how people in different places 

or countries live their lives;  

* locate hot and cold areas of the world in 

relation to the Equator and the North and 

South Poles; and   

* describe places I have seen in a fiction or 

non-fiction book or on a DVD.  

.   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 and Year 2: 2020 – 2021 and 2022 - 2023 

Focus of Study Brief Overview Geography Skills 
Study of a European 

country (possibly 

featured in a book or 

film) 

Children should: 

 

*locate the country in question 

on a world/ European map; 

 

*locate key human and physical 

features (e.g. capital city, rivers, 

mountains, sea coast if 

appropriate); 

 

*understand the climate of the 

selected country; 

 

*investigate cultural aspects of 

the country e.g. languages, 

religions, foods, artists, heritage 

sites; 

 

*investigate economic activities 

e.g. farming, industry, exports; 

and 

 

* record their learning by using 

maps with keys, writing reports, 

pictorial representations. 

 

 

Children should: 

 
* describe places they have seen in a 

fiction or non-fiction book or on a DVD, 

using correct geographical vocabulary; 

*use different types of map; 

* make a simple map or plan with symbols 

and a key; 

 

* talk about geographical similarities and 

differences through studying a contrasting 

European country;   

*name key physical features of locations; 

and 

*name key human geography of locations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

Year 1 and Year 2: 2020 – 2021 and 2022 - 2023 

Focus of Study Brief Overview Geography Skills 
Local Studies – our 

school and where we live. 

 

See also History Skills 

Children should: 

 

*make labelled plans of the 

school site; 

 

*locate White Notley/Black 

Notley/Faulkbourne on a map of 

Essex; 

 

*use aerial views or street plans 

of White Notley/Black 

Notley/Faulkbourne; 

 

*carry out a street survey of 

White Notley, identifying main 

features and services (Village 

Hall, Cross Keys, play areas, 

school, parish church); 

 

*investigate the White Notley 

village crest; 

 

*identify physical features 

(Brain Valley, River Brain, road 

and foot bridges, railway station 

and line ford, roads, willow 

plantation, farms); 

 

*carry out simple field sketching; 

 

*make weather charts over the 

space of a half term – using 

symbols and temperature; and 

 

* record their learning by using 

maps with keys, writing reports, 

pictorial representations and 

models. 

 

 

 

Children should: 
 

*use first hand observation to identify 

seasonal and daily weather patterns in the 

local area;  

* name key physical features, as 

appropriate; 
 
* use first hand observation and fieldwork 
to describe the human and physical 
geography of the local area; 
 
* record observations of the local area in 
different ways, such as labelled drawings, 
sketches, plans, maps or writing; 
 
* use simple compass directions (North, 
South, East and West) and locational and 
directional language [for example, near 
and far; left and right], to describe the 
location of features and routes on a map;   
 
* use aerial photographs and simple maps 
or plans to recognise basic landmarks and 
features, such as towns, villages, rivers 
and hills; 
 
* make a simple map or plan view with 

symbols and a key; and  

 

* name key human geography features 

e.g. city, town, village, factory, farm, 

house, office, port, harbour and shop.   

 

 
 

 



YEAR 1 YEAR 2 KEY SCIENCE CONCEPTS YEAR A 2020-2021 

 

SEASONAL CHANGE 

Ongoing over year  

Observe and describe changes and day length. 

 

EVERYDAY MATERIALS 

Identify, name, compare and group materials and their properties. 

identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, including wood, metal, plastic, glass, 

brick, rock, paper and cardboard for particular uses. 

 

 

ANIMALS 

Identify and name common animals. 

Identify and name carnivore, herbivore and omnivore. 

Explore and compare living, dead, alive, never been alive. 

Name habitats and what plants and animals live in them. 

Describe food in simple food chains. 

Describe and compare structure of animals. 

 

PLANTS 

Identify and name common plants. 

Identify habitats where different plants grow. 

Identify and describe structure of flowering plants  

 

HUMANS 

Identify, name, draw, label parts of the human body. Identify the senses. 


